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The reading passages, test items, and scoring guides in this publication are representative only and 
should not be interpreted as exact duplicates of the passages and items that may appear on AIMS 
tests. Authority for final approval of all test items and testing materials rests with the Arizona 
Department of Education. 



The Arizona Department of Education of the State of Arizona does not discriminate on the basis of 
race, religion, color, national origin, sex, disability , or age in its programs, activities, or in its hiring 
and employment practices. If you have questions or grievances related to this policy, please contact 
the Administrative Services DAS at (602)542-3186. 

The contents of this publication were developed partially with funds allocated by the U.S. 
Department of Education. These contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the agency, nor 
should endorsement by the federal government be assumed. The Arizona Department of Education 
grants permission to Arizona schools to copy this publication as necessary for educational purposes. 
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AIMS HS FAQ 



What is AIMS HS? 

Arizona’s Instrument to Measure Standards High School (AIMS HS) is an assessment program that measures 
your achievement of the Arizona Academic Standards adopted by the state Board of Education in three subject 
areas: reading, writing, and mathematics. 

Who has to take AIMS HS? 

All students in high school are required to participate in AIMS HS testing. The AIMS HS test will be only one 
of the requirements for a diploma. Te sting conditions may be modified or adapted for some special needs 
students according to their Individual Education Plans (IEPs). High school students must pass the AIMS HS 
by 2006 in reading, writing, and mathematics as a graduation requirement . 

When will I take AIMS HS? 

You will take the tests for the first time in the spring of your sophomore year. You must retake those tests you 
do not pass each time the test is given (once each semester). If you do not pass any one of the three tests, you 
will have the opportunity to retake the test(s) you did not pass in the fall and/or spring of your junior year, and 
in the fall and/or spring of your senior year (5 tries altogether). 

Those students who meet the Standards, but wish to exceed the Standards are encouraged to retake only the 
AIMS HS portions needed to improve their scores. 

What will be tested on AIMS HS? 

Test items were written to measure specifically the Standards, Concepts , and Performance Objectives described 
in the Arizona Academic Standards . Standards were articulated by grade level for reading and mathematics and 
approved by the state Board of Education in March 2003. Reading and mathematics items are multiple -choice. 
There will be no multiple -choice questions on the writing test. Writing was articulated by grade level and 
approved by the state Board of Education in June 2004. There will be an extended writing prompt that students 
will use to actively engage in the writing process. Your writing will be scored using the Six Trait Rubric ™. 

Each of the Standards is built on a structured framework that spans kindergarten to twelfth grade, representing 
concepts and skills you have been learning since starting school. Within these Standards are the Concepts and 
Performance Objectives that are specific to each grade level. Although all Standards (reading, writing and 
mathematics) are assessed each time AIMS is given, different Concepts and Performance Objectives are tested 
on different forms of the tests. Therefore, you need to be prepare d for all Concepts and Performance Objectives 
in each Standard. 
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How can I use this guide to prepare for AIMS HS? 



This guide is divided into the three subject areas assessed on AIMS HS. It includes a short explanation of each 
testing format, hints for test taking, sample test questions, and a scoring guide for the written response. It will 
NOT teach you what you should know and be able to do to score well on the tests, but it will help you become 
familiar with the tests. 



How can I prepare for AIMS HS? 

• Attend school regularly. 

• Thoroughly read and become familiar with the Arizona’s A cademic Standards 
documents so that you understand exactly what you are expected to know and be 
able to do. 

• Ask questions. 

• Take charge of your own learning! Monitor your progress. Self -assess what you 
know, what you can do well, and where you need to imp rove. 

• Actively participate in class. 

• Have a scheduled time and place to study and do homework. 



Types of Items 



Multiple -Choice 

Multiple-choice items will require you to select the BEST response from four possible answer choices and to 
indicate your choice by bubbling in the corresponding letter on an answer sheet. Although some responses will 
require a recall of facts or the computation of a correct answer, many of the items will require higher -level 
thinking and processing . Each multiple -choice item is scored correct (1 point) or incorrect (0 points). Each 
correct item contributes one point in your overall score. 

Extended Writing Response 

The extended response item will ask you to respond t o a prompt, which might include a narrative, a persuasive 
essay, an expository essay, or formal communication. These responses will require a well -developed and well- 
organized presentation of ideas that follow s a particular format suitable to the purpose and audience. You will 
be expected to develop your written response by following the steps in the writing process: prewriting, drafting, 
revising, editing, and producing a final copy. You will be provided with a revision checklist to guide your 
work. Your finished copy, not your prewriting or rough draft, will be scored using a six -point rubric that scores 
each trait or characteristic of effective writing. The Official Scoring Guide is provided at the end of this 
document. 
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Reading 

Reading is fundamental to all learning and supports us as lifelong learners. It can open our minds to people, 
places, and ideas beyond our own experiences. It gives us the knowledg e we need to make informed choices as 
responsible citizens in a democratic society. One needs only to browse the Internet to realize how much 
information is available to us at our fingertips. Understanding what we read, using the wealth of information 
available to us, and thinking critically about what we read are crucial skills to function successfully in today’s 
world. 



About the Test 

On AIMS, you will be given several passages to read, both fiction and non fiction. You may 
also be given informational text to read - for example, labels or pages from manuals. The 
questions will assess your ability to understand, interpret, and an alyze what you have read. 

There are approximately 60 multiple -choice items on the reading test which should be completed 
in 1 -2 hours. One sample passage is provided in this guide , followed by a set of questions. 
Reading this passage and answering the qu estions may help you prepare for the test. An answer 
key for the reading questions is included in this guide. 



Hints for Taking AIMS HS Reading 

• You will be asked to read different types of fiction and nonfiction, so adjust your reading 
to your purpose. Read each passage and the accompanying questions carefully. 

• Think about each question before you respond. 

• Choose the best response to the multiple -choice questions. 

• Manage your time so that you won’t feel rushed answering questions th at require more 
thought. This is not a timed test , but you do want to use your time well. 
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Copperton Community Foundation 

3489 Mesquite Boulevard Copperton, AZ 34566 (888) 293 -3151 



Volunteer Leadership Scholarship 

Scholarship Criteria 

The Copperton Community Foundation (CCF) awards three $1000 scholarships each year. The CCF is a 
group of citizens dedicated to promoting education, improving our country, and recognizing outstanding 
examples of citizenship. The scholarships are available to Copp er County high school seniors who have 
established an exceptional pattern of volunteer service. 

Applicants are expected to enroll in either a full -time, approved technical training program or in an 
approved community college or university for at least nin e credit hours. Applicants must provide an official 
copy of their registration. Recipients must complete the classes in which they enroll. 

All eligible applications will be considered. Twelve semifinalists will be notified by telephone two 
weeks before the final interviews. The selection committee will conduct interviews in late April and announce 
the award winners in early June. 

Award winners may renew their scholarships for each of the following three years of education. 

Renewal requires maintaining a 3.0 grade point average and performing at least forty hours of volunteer service 
during the calendar year. Award recipients must provide official transcripts, registration information, and 
confirmation of their volunteer service activities. 

The Copperton Community Foundation Committee will consider only those applications received before 
the first business day in April. 

Application Procedure 

1. Answer all questions on the application. Attach extra sheets if necessary. 

2. Include two letters of recommendation in sealed, signed envelopes. One must be from the supervisor of 
a volunteer service activity in which you participated. 

3. Mail the completed application, recommendation letters, and your most recent, official transcript to the 
committee at the above addres s. 
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Copperton Community Foundation 

Application for the Volunteer Leadership Scholarship 



Biographical Information (Please print legibly.) 

Name (Last, First, and MI) 

Parent/Guardian Name _ 

Social Security Number Phone Number 

Current Address 

City/State/Zip 

School Attending 



Volunteer Service Activities 

On a separate sheet, please list and briefly describe your volunteer service activities duri ng the past two 
years. Include your roles, responsibilities, and honors. 

Essay 

Select one of the following topics. Type and double -space your response. Use no more than three pages. 

1. Describe a local or national leader whom you admire. What do you consi der to be his or her greatest 
achievement or accomplishment? What qualities and traits do you see in this person that you wish to 
emulate? 

2. Describe an experience from your own life and discuss how it has helped you grow as a leader. What 
significant lessons did you learn from the experience? How will you apply those lessons in your future? 

3. Describe the three most important qualities of a leader and explain why they are essential for success. 
Cite present-day leaders to illustrate your viewpoint. 
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1 What is the purpose of the application? 

A to evaluate the essays 

B to identify school leaders 

C to screen potential recipients 

D to define the eligibility and screening process 

2 Look at the graphic organizer. 







Complete the 




Attend a 




Renew the 






application 




higher 




scholarship 




3 


process. 


3 


education 

program 


3 


annually. 



Which option best completes the graphic organizer? 

A List your relevant biographical information. 

B Participate in volunteer service projects . 

C Conduct research about a national leader . 

D Obtain two letters of recommendation . 

3 What is a requirement of the recommendation letters? 

A one must be from the volunteer’s supervisor 

B one must describe the applicant as a leader 

C one must describe the community service 

D one must be from an academic advisor 

4 Based on the Scholarship Criteria, what can the rea der infer about the Copperton 
Community Foundation? 

A The foundation is concerned about student behavior. 

B The foundation values athletic and academic achievement. 

C The foundation is committed to encouraging good citizenship. 

D The foundation prefers students who excel in the arts. 

5 Which section provides the most information about the Copperton Community Foundation? 

A Scholarship Criteria 

B Application Procedure 

C Biographical Information 

D Volunteer Service Activities 



Arizona Department of Education 



9 of 42 



November 2006 





6 Which applicant would be MOST likely to be considered by the CCF? 

A a senior with limited leadership experience 
B a junior with extensive volunteer experience 
C a junior with extensive leadership experience 
D a senior with extensive volunteer experience 

7 What trait is the Copperton Community Foundation recognizing in its scholarship program? 

A generosity 

B leadership 

C courage 

D Caring 

8 How does the Copperton Community Foundation promote academic excellence through its 
scholarship program? 

A by requiring students to write essays 
B by requiring applicants to reapply 

C by requiring applicants to interview 

D by requiring students to maintain a 3.0 

9 What topic do all three essay options include? 

A national service 

B volunteer service 

C qualities of a leader 

D attributes of success 

10 What must an applicant do to renew the scholarship? 

A Complete at least 40 hours of community service . 

B Maintain a 3.5 GPA. 

C Maintain a part-time job. 

D Complete a new application . 

11 What should a completed application contain? 

A biographical information, double -spaced essay, community service list, two letters of 
recommendation, and list of honors 

B two letters of recommendation, three double -spaced essays, community service list, 
unofficial transcript, and list of awards 

C biographical information, double -spaced essay, community service list, two letters of 
recommendation, and official transcript 

D two letters of recommendation, unofficial transcripts, community service list, three 
double-spaced essays, biographical information 
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Writing 

Writing is a critical skill for effective communication. Whether you are writing an e -mail message, a personal 
letter, an ad for your business, or a formal report for school or work, being abl e to express your ideas clearly to 
your audience is important. Becoming a good writer i s not easy. It takes effort and development of a variety of 
skills: clear ideas, organization, a voice that holds the interest of your audience, and a consistent cont rol of 
language, including word choice, sentence structure, and conventions (spelling, grammar, punctuation , and 
capitalization). With new technology, it is possible to electronically communicate in writing with people all 
over the world in a matter of minutes. Writing will continue to be a communication skill that is required in 
most professions and workplace environments. Acquiring effective written communication skills will enhance 
both your personal and professional opportunities. 



About the Test 

You will be expected to write one extended writing piece on a specific topic. This writing test 
will be completed in one session , so all steps in the writing process including revising , editing, 
and writing a final copy will be done in that one session. The test should take approximately 
2-3 hours to complete. An example of scored student responses to a sample writing prompt is 
included on pages 12-22. These may help you prepare for the test. A copy of the Official 
Scoring Guide is also included at the end of this guide. 



Hints for Taking AIMS HS Writing 



Prior to the test 

• Read the four sample student responses to the prompt on the following pages. Note strengths and 
weaknesses in the paper as you read. Does the writer accomplish the task? Is the writer’s message 
clear? Are the ideas supported with convincing evidence and support? Are the ideas organized so that 
you can logically follow them? Is the voice appropriate? Did the writer carefully choose words that are 
clear and convincing? Do the sentences have a natural flo w? Is the sentence structure varied? Is the 
paper carefully edited? 

• Discuss with other students and your teacher why one paper is stronger or more convincing than 
another. 

• Practice writing a response to this sample prompt. Score your own paper using th e Official Scoring 
Guide to determine what your strengths are, and then work on areas you need to improve to be a more 
effective writer. 
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During the test 

• Listen to directions, read the prompt carefully, and be sure you understand the purpose before beg inning 
to write. 

• Take time to organize your thoughts before you begin to write. For the extended writing prompt, you 
may want to create a graphic organizer (outline, web, chart, map, cluster, etc.) to plan and organize your 
ideas. 

• Take advantage of the opportunity to revise your work using the chec kl ist provided. Keep in mind the 
six traits (characteristics) of effective writing. 

• Edit your writing carefully. Your audience (the reader) needs to be able to understand the ideas you are 
expressing without being hindered by spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and grammar mistakes that 
interfere with the message. You must be sure your handwriting is legible. Printing your work is 
acceptable; however, be sure to distinguish between upper - and lower-case letters. Do NOT print 
in all capital letters . 

Keep in mind... 

• You will be given two pages in the answer document to write your final copy. It is important that you 
take advantage of the two pages you are given to develop your ideas fully. This is your opportunity to 
demonstrate how well you can write. 

• Your final copy needs to be handwritten (not done on a computer). 

• You may use a dictionary and/or thesaurus as a reference during the extended writing response portion 
of the test. 

• Be conscious of the traits, or characteristics, of effective writing (idea development, organization, voice, 
word choice, sentence fluency, and conventions) no matter what kind of writing you are asked to do. 

The same scoring guide, or rubric, will be used for all the type s of writing you may be asked to 
compose: narrative, persuasive, expository, or formal communication. 



The following four examples illustrate the scoring performed for the AIMS HS. 

The first example is scored as “Falls Far Below.” 

The second example is scored as “Approaches.” 

The third example is scored as “Meets.” 

The fourth example is scored as “Exceeds.” 



Sample writing prompt: 

Adults have influence on young people’s lives. Think about the qualities demo nstrated by adults that 
you admire. 

Write an essay explaining the most important qualities demonstrated by adults that you admire. 
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Writing 



Sample 1 
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Score Sheet for Writing Sample 1 
Prompt: 



Adults have influence on young people’s lives. Think about the quali ties 
demonstrated by adults that you admire. 

Write an essay explaining the most important qualities demonstrated by adults 
that you admire. 



Paper Falls Far Below the standard 



Ideas & Content 
6 5 4 3(2)1 




Organization 
6 5 4 3 2(l) 




Voice 

6 5 4 3(2)1 








Word Choice 




Sentence Fluency 




Conventions 


6 S 4 3(2)1 




6 5 4 3Q)1 




6 5 4(3)2 1 



The underlined passages are taken from the Official Scoring Guide for AIMS Writing (Six Trait Rubric). Papers are original 
samples of Arizona student writing. Identifying information has been removed. 

Ideas and Content: Main ideas and purpose are somewhat unclear; development is attempted but min imal . The 
paper is too short to convey the intended message. Score point is 2. 

Organization: Organization seems haphazard and disjointed . There is a lack of effective sequencing and a failure to provide 
an identifiable beginning, body, and ending . Score point is 1. 

Voice: Writing has a lack of audience awareness and provides little sense of involvement with the topic. The faint voice 
tends to be overly personal . The writer refers to “my mom” and “nice to me” which has little meaning for a reader. Score 
point is 2. 

Word Choice: The language is monotonous . The writer repeats the same words several times, such as “I ,” 

“because,” and “a lot.” Score point is 2. 

Sentence Fluency: The writing tends to be rambling and sentence patterns are monotonous . All the writer’s 
sentences begin with “I.” Score point is 2. 

Conventions: The writer demonstrates limited control of standard writing conventions . End of sentence punctuation 
is correct . There are errors in usage that distract the reader . For instance, “I look up for my mom.” Score point is 3. 
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Writing 



Sample 2 



DIRECTIONS: 



Now write your final copy on the following two pages. 
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Score Sheet for Writing Sample 2 
Prompt: 



Adults have influence on young people’s lives. Think about the qua lities 
demonstrated by adults that you admire. 

Write an essay explaining the most important qualities demonstrated by adults 
that you admire. 



Paper Approaches the standard 



Ideas & Content 




Organization 




Voice 


6 5 4(3)2 1 




6 5 4 Q) 2 1 




6 5 4(3)2 I 








Word Choice 




Sentence Fluency 




Conventions 


6 S%3 2 1 




6 5 4(3)2 1 




6 S%3 2 1 



The underlined passages are taken from the Official Scoring Guide for AIMS Writing (Six Trait Rubric). Papers are original 
samples of Arizona student writing. Identifying information has been removed. 

Ideas and Content: The reader understands the main ideas, although they are overly broad and simplistic . Supporting detail 
is limited, insubstantial, and overly general . The writer depends on generalizations such as “It is important to show respect for 
people. . .” that have no substance and add little to the content of the paper. Score point is 3. 

Organization: Writing shows attempts at organization . The beginning is acceptable, but the conclusion is very weak. 
The same few transitional devices are overused : “also,” “important,” and “that is why.” “That is all” is a conclusion that 
is too obvious . Score point is 3. 

Voice: The writer’s commitment to the topic seems inconsistent . The voice is inappropriately impersonal . The 
repetitive ending for each paragraph results in writing as somewhat mechanical . Score point is 3. 

Word Choice: The words convey the meaning of the intended message . However, the words work but do not 
energize the writing . The writer uses some well -chosen words such as “compasion,” “respect,” and “sympathy,” but 
they are used repetitively. Score point is 4. 

Sentence Fluency: The writing tends to be mechanical rather than fluid . The writer creates sentences which , 
although functional, lack energy . Again, the repetition of the final sentence in each parag raph adds to the lack of 
energy . Score point is 3. 

Conventions: The writer demonstrates control of standard writing conventions, although a wide range is not 
employed . Basically sound paragraph breaks are further evidence of standard convention use. Score point is 4. 
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Sample 3A 



Writing 



DIRECTIONS: 



Now write .vour final copy on the following two pages. 
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Sample 3B 



Writing 
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Score Sheet for Writing Sample 3 
Prompt: 




Adults have influence on young people’s lives. Think about the qualities 
demonstrated by adults that you admire. 

Write an essay explaining the most important qualities demonstrated by adults 
that you admire. 



Paper Meets the standard 



Ideas & Content 




Organization 




Voice 


6 5 Q)3 2 1 




6Q)4 3 2 1 




6 5 0)3 2 1 


Word Choice 




Sentence Fluency 




Conventions 


6 5 %3 2 1 




6Q) 4 3 2 1 




6 5 0)3 2 1 



The underlined passages are taken from the Official Scoring Guide for AIMS Writing (Six Trait Rubric). Papers are original 
samples of Arizona student writing. Identifying information has been removed. 

Ideas and Content: The writing is clear and focused . The writer presents clear main ideas . Supporting details are relevant 
but are overly general or limited in places . For example, “When people trust us in our workplace, or at home, we can learn to 
trust others” is general and would be strengthened if the writer had presented a specific incident as support. Score point is 4. 

Organization: Order and structure are strong with effective sequencing that enhances the development of the central idea . 
While the organization is formulaic, the inviting beginning (“When thinking of an adult. . .”) draws the reader in . Transitions 
between paragraphs are clear but dependent on the formulaic organization. Score point is 5. 

Voice: A voice is present . In places, the writing is expressive, engaging, and sincere . For instance, “Knowing 
someone I admire loves me gives me a feeling of self -confidence.” is both engaging and sincere . Score point is 4. 

Word Choice: Words effectively convey the message . The writer employs a variety of words that ar e 
functional and appropriate to audience and purpose . The words work , but do not always energize the 
writing . One notable exception is the last sentence in paragraph one: “My mom has an attitude toward life 
that makes everyone smile” is truly a fine moment . Score point is 4. 

Sentence Fluency: The writing has an easy flow and rhythm . The writer employs a variation in sentence structure , 
length, and beginnings that add interest to the text . Sentences begin with subordinate clauses as often as they begin 
with a subject-verb construction. Score point is 5. 

Conventions: The writer demonstrates control of standard writing conventions . Minor errors do not impede 
readability . Correct end of sentence punctuation is present . Internal punctuation may sometimes be incorrect . 

Score point is 4. 
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Sample 4A 



Writing 



DIRECTIONS: 



Now write your final copy on the following two pages. 



FINAL COPY 

Wow -H-j- ViiYtc. cVt'Uttn file** ArkiYXO'ift '.-ic M* 



eiujteja 

4& laok Cnf jjj o.cj's ie ii 'it. in. -tV\ i s 

t'n ir.wioKona.Ijt^ .ono reiytlgfll l< - Mans/ peitf-reVs O.rf "aid -H; h«v/e_ 
a-rif'ia Ates .i f. -frWtr nUvHrf.^ v i.o)gn.__Qki?avfd Igy Qjo.otW Wemuvg- 
jituL thilei- is . OoChr.a, o.i a vr,\ rcoc. lY t orvi-to rie\^ &,£. f.itcnj e^^sie and 




•favs oxui s ('>n k kejn are. I ifce. ?,cgrt4i , si * . "ViaJ tjoW. 



Tln£.\j prod- TW xj cfoae rvf. - Ml effect 



i-b Or/^O \n 



-fo live, ond, 4V\tba^ y-orw d Ad^cKort t eoch ckutr\ c.V'cn^tS a Wa.ndfiW 
of peefie •iWu VV><4 OrervipW Aj 4o -t>j? Vv.UY t a<-\ frVC < IA<f * v 

\f\duLoe,-. ftW-Vin L u.jy^r ^\r.^ Jr. . I Vjpa^ Any'rx* , o, 

Tm.fi Hcfc, livil 



^■x rc. oiX 



IC^TKCieteJC— 

f\)6 



fimitt tVlA.4 gyi-pod Pee f- Apfvi a/l Q^kfcc-L j 

htio W-r'd ■pg^pte. -hlod 4t? bA-pp> Viivi t ■‘rVj.^j i^ocv-f. rj.n fi.Wle , Cor 

Vie. UoA cjiraa.rsa’> nryk 6, 'r^a moWle, h,\ j aAW.rS . Pe^Aryis r*re>. >jWa.4 

Wtakg, Mifrvj -fV. i n/v pfn^ifss, . ikJ i'-tV,p^-i -t U iLiTI , iW. tr uin'-, c.n <-0.0. 

Vie. ?<Yur V \o. o~:C< ejTrlU*?^ C^Cft. p£ Mott crtot\M . V Sf, OuLtcfc CtCfe 

cl'tirod -t-C: dreom t ajc — L iv e . ftiaro o^cctpila ^ . ev.e?rA-J -h>c4-=- 

~EVrtVi ftfticQ.fi- ftiv-oricAnS c^-ld £ru - locus. lori C 0.0 
j drink. +Wt toYte. r^x-‘'-4g J r l aA-l n e 
J£_uL ^ucre nok fisc M oJ-tin UvFK u- Kin g Jf- •pec yVc. 1 ItuurvTecnSj sK 1 1 
Mjcaid. no4 to k ca»Wrj as In^rurtns <xnA -H-u abilij-iY otne. gjrOxrO 

^oould Vo e ^inV>YyQovar\^ 

ftifrO ti ’i &f O-d b e^Vi gd rrv.re ar 6 x^ pcci , i^ IY lgsyc> ftn aclcr-t - 

S'rve. 'NYo j-dr. Cor '.rdrg.l\ty*-vA and Pota-ray. AHlir/j^Vi ftytyloti rvvr-Hj^d 



nQO \s ^ 
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Writing 



Sample 4B 



FINAL COPY 



Ifl O' -time- iArsx~\ \oo-VV> ,\ <acV,^ and ^virwpjn Men- -Hwv^UV HP ns 

•po OVTS Ck \i-Hlfc rro^. lAjOrsd^ flian , sV\e Vick A -tVMt. njQu.ra.CjP. 

~h> \ < ZOX' r ' 0.f& Sprees her megy^y, ■Ham/ju^hoL.d -tW, Aoprld ;n lori-Vio gp 

■ HnM cyxve, P-ncoa rrxge.me.m-V 4 -q ryiilUon; , rh- -We 

vt i s, through her voi^jP ) V >e cx .ccq mp i is'hm enh^ 




ab<Al ^NTf n cj me, -sVren^V^ W, -vWinh /onei* 
-i^l doub+edlyi o ftrffiioa (ts c\ Wero of oar -Virme , 

-WratAc^v. -twit. 



yrgAIVoa . ^a Oi dlAVW WienWorvod , -tWre. is ont p e ns, oo noho UrxS fl li pase 
W&O -We; ft. a~b <* +g^Vimony .OP Inr-e. m nrV fcrcy 'nr nes s ■ m if rn crH-ien 

in ck Wo u^e.hoL-1 run loif 

&lcnhnl ir. s And t/oas aW%ed \cy a ne-pgirhaan ooUc offm r.a>~hf 




4n -Weir W^rme., Tj&.sp<-Ve- 
feu-Wi 't’V.o ^rTCrvyVx -k> rexm| o r> gund -to 



mcrfKe.r 



&Cipin ^ Tt ^v^tS in, <pK.riA -Wvrtsu-cj v-\ V-iRrfttAP sVie. fepond V-ifcoWrsey 
IVIy c?A\v| hope, mif cmlif desire, is-thcx-V 1 4 t> W ire. 

Q.nd- -PbccyvP,Q£SS LJhiOn nursed hum brxck +s tn eo.UV». 



OcA-h of — &U -Hse ovdiAl-hs ( tpcssV rAW) prg.yg.o4- i -Hit-ve ck. rf 

4W. Chose m -Peal X C-hpoSe -fe> odmr° - AJ/fi, pa nervy /,fi,(PS-V->o 

uUnd ClnaA\£y'Y^,p T Covvyg . _ t A-pom ~X -fiA rn -ho -H^sum ft> r hoj^e t 

QC>lX\ CCKQ^. j QAr^cit ^VrCrtfjVH - J4 - fs •WxrpiAcjh -H^jt-ve, as-Hsni^ircj 

tf»rvd (A- ^o r>q f-n IT n\m goh/n -X onon HscIck-k-j . H-f ?<, ■Vhrocxojt-i 

• flngjr c^.mov V \ -K e.r, -H^a-V- -Hne, tuorld fs r» v-ic\rvpd 
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Score Sheet for Writing Sample 4 
Prompt: 

Adults have influence on young people’s lives. Think about the qualities 
demonstrated by adults that you admire. 

Write an essay explaining the most imp ortant qualities demonstrated by 
adults that you admire. 



Paper Exceeds the standard 



Ideas & Content 
(6)5 4 3 2 1 



Word Choice 
(6)5 4 3 2 1 



Organization 
6Q}4 3 2 1 



Sentence Fluency 
6Q}4 3 2 1 





Voice 
5 4 3 2 1 


( 


Zonventions 
5 4 3 2 1 



The underlined passages are taken from the Official Scoring Guide for AIMS Writing (Six Trait Rubric). Papers are original 
samples of Arizona student writing. Identifying information has been removed. 

Ideas and Content : Main ideas stand out and are developed by strong support and rich details suitable to audience and 
purpose . The writer provides a thorough, balanced, in -depth explanation of the topic . One exemplary example of thorough 
support is “Dreams are what make everything progress. Without them, the human race would be stuck in an endless cycle of 
monotony. However, because one dared to dream, we live in a more accepting world today.” Score point is 6. 

Organization: The organization enhances the central idea and its development . The writer uses effective transitions among 
all elements . While the beginning is a bit slow and somewhat formulaic, the writer employs a satisfying sense of resolution . 
The sequencing is effective . With a bit more creativity in organization, the paper would have scored a 6. Score point is 5. 

Voice: The writing is expressive, engaging, and sincere . There is an exceptional sense of “writing to be read The 
writer creates a sense of interaction through honesty and conviction . This paper has an effective level of closeness 
to the audience while maintaining a distance complimentary to the topic. Score point is 6. 

Word Choice: The writer employs a rich, broad range of words such as “poke,” “prod,” “cycle of monotony,” and 
“exemplary.” The paper is fresh and original . The writer’s word choices are exceptionally appropriate for audience and 
purpose . Vocabulary is striking and varied but is not overdone . Score point is 6. 

Sentence Fluency: Sentences with strong and varied structure are prevalent. An occasional awkward construction may 
be noticed, however, sentence structure that enhances meaning emerges when the writer uses the short but effective “They 
prod.” “They poke.” “They observe.” Score point is 5. 

Conventions: The writing demonstrates strong control of standard writing conventions. Errors are so few and so 
minor that they do not impede readability . The writer includes paragraph breaks, correct capitalization, and correct 
spelling . Internal punctuation presents some need for editing . Score point is 5. 
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Mathematics 



Mathematics is used as a means to communicate about quantities, logical relationships, and unknowns. Such a 
simplistic statement may make students who are not planning to go to college ask why mathematics is necessary 
for them. 

While the ability to do computation is important, it is the skills of problem finding and problem solving, 
formalizing, abstract thinking, symbolic representation and interpretation, formulation of logical arguments, and 
objective reasoning that allow us to function effectively and understand our world. 

Mathematics is the one area of coursework in the high school curriculum where students are taught these skills 
and where answers cannot be obtained just by common sense and guessing. Even without an ever-increasing 
reliance on technology, mathematical skills meet needs for practical everyday life, intelligent citizenship, and 
future employment. A study by Arizona State University indicated that students who opt out of advanced levels 
of mathematics and science may now eliminate up to 75% of career opportunities from which to choose 1 . 
Algebra has been called the academic passport for passage into virtually every facet of the job market. 
Employers want their employees to be able to set up problems , estimate solutions, identify how accurate 
solutions need to be, work with other people to reach goals, know the many different types of mathematics that 
exist, and determine which one is needed in a particular situation. It is clear that the mathematica 1 literacy of 
the twentieth century will NOT be sufficient for the twenty -first century. 

l ASU Research Fall 1998, p. 41 



ABOUT THE TEST 

The mathematics test contains approximately 100 multiple -choice questions. Calculators 
are not allowed; however, the calculations required can be readily handled. The 
questions will emphasize conceptual understanding, process, and problem solving skills 
rather than just computation skills. 



Hints for Taking AIMS HS - Mathematics 

• Remember, this is not a timed test. Take your time and do your best work. 

• Since calculators are not allowed on this test, double -check your work! 

• Check to see if your answer is reasonable. 
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